Association of programs for Rural Independent Living
Call for Workshops 

23rd Annual National Conference

 on Rural Independent Living

“Indivisible with Liberty and Justice for ALL”
Spokane, Washington
Davenport Grand

October 20-23, 2017
We are seeking proposals for workshops that highlight what “living in rural America” is all about.  We invite you, our valuable partners, to join us by presenting successful strategies, innovative ideas, and programs that highlight being in your own home, in your community.  We are also always interested in the valuable voices and programs serving underserved/unserved populations.
Topic areas on our critical list include:
	· Transportation 


	· Peer Support

	· Deinstitutionalization 

	· Youth

	· Rural Policy 



	· Outreach/Intersectionality

	· Rural Housing
· Emergency Preparedness


	· Access to Rural Health
· Mental Health
· Succession Planning in CILS- Preparing new leaders


Also consider topics for our New to IL/Youth Track:
Workshop proposals for this track should be easy to understand and engaging/fun. Think of yourself when you just began in the movement as your audience.
· Independent Living/Disability Rights History and Philosophy
· How to Advocate 101 (Self and/or Systems)

· Disability Rights Break Down 101 (laws/ Rights that we have as people with disabilities in an easy to understand and engaging way)

· Disability Community/Culture (ways to get involved in our community, what does disability culture mean and/or examples)

Take this opportunity to present your good works and successful ideas to your colleagues in the rural IL community. Every year, participants tell us they WANT MORE HANDOUTS – please consider bringing them with you, especially to supplement power point presentations. PRESENTERS MUST (this cannot be stressed enough) bring materials in alternative formats! You will not be permitted to hand out any materials during your session if alternate formats are not available. Putting everything on disc is NOT sufficient. Be sure to bring a few copies in large print, in Braille and on disc. Also, please send electronic copies of handouts to mary.olson@mso.umt.edu in order to be added to the APRIL website following the conference. Any leftover handouts from your session may be left at the conference registration table following your presentation for others to obtain copies if you like.
Unfortunately, we are unable to provide any stipends for travel expenses. Also, due to the ever increasing costs of audiovisual equipment, ONLY a screen and microphones in each of the meeting rooms will be provided.  ALL other AV needs (including projectors, computers, power cords, overheads, etc.) will be the responsibility of the presenter, working directly with the hotel or bringing your own.  
Deadline for SUBMISSION IS:  July 28th, 2017
23rd Annual National Conference on Rural Independent Living

WORKSHOP PROPOSAL FORM

Name of Contact person ___________________________________________________________
Name of Organization: _____________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________________
Contact Info:   ________________         ______________       ______________________________


(Phone)


(Fax)


  (E-mail)

Other Presenters: _________________________________________________________________
Type of Proposal Being Submitted:

___     Workshop Presentation
___     Round Table Discussion
___     Panel Presentation

Have you presented this workshop before? ____________ Where? __________________________

Title of Proposed Presentation: ________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
In a brief summary, describe the purpose and nature of your proposed session. What will attendees learn from your session?  Be specific about how you will lead the session, including what topics will be covered. Let us know if you think your session would fit the Youth/New to IL track:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please remember to include a BRIEF BIO (two paragraphs or less) for all presenters.
All applicants will be notified by e-mail as to whether or not their submission has been accepted. Send this application to: april-elissa@sbcglobal.net AND mary.olson@mso.umt.edu

Elissa Ellis, Director of Operations / Conference Coordinator
APRIL

11324 Arcade Dr., Suite 9
Little Rock, AR 72212
Phone: 501-753-3400 / FAX:  501-753-3406



Thank You and See You in Spokane!!
