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The Unplanned 
Journey

The Center for Parent Information & Resources 
refers to the early days after a child’s diagnosis as 
“the unplanned journey.”  Parents may find 
themselves wondering about their child’s future.

Our “WHY”:



Parents of 
Transition Age 
Students

“What will my child do after high school?”

“What will my young adult do all day while I work?”

“How do I help my young adult find employment?”

“What resources are out there?”

“HELP!”
   ~ Multiple Parents at the end of their child’s high school career



Transition Age 
Students

“Had I known the impact 
guardianship was going to have on 
me long-term I would’ve definitely 
spoken up for myself.”

~Bryan, Disability Network Summer 
Intern



Disparities in 
Employment

Source:  U.S. Dept. of Labor Statistics

EMPLOYMENT RATE FOR INDIVIDUALS…

With A Disability Without A Disability

22.5%
(21.3% in 2022

Highest employment rate since data was 
first collected in 2008

65.8%
(65.4% in 2022)

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE FOR INDIVIDUALS…

With A Disability Without A Disability

7.2% 3.5%



Paving the Way to Self-Determination

What Is It?



“Independent 
Living isn’t doing 
things by yourself.  
It’s being in control 
of how things are 
done.”
 ~ Judy Heumann



Partner Agencies



Michigan Developmental Disabilities Council



Michigan Alliance for 
Families



Charting the 
LifeCourse™



Alternatives to 
Guardianship



Topics
Accommodation Requests

IEPs / 504 Plans

Positive Behavior Intervention Strategies

Sensory Play

Building Resilience

Instilling Disability Pride

Early Employment Skill Building

Social Security Benefits

Neurodiversity

MiABLE Accounts

Problem-Solving & Decision Making 

Allyship

The Power Disability Language

Supported Decision Making

Importance of Sexuality Education

The Power of Connection

Charting the LifeCourse™

Self-Directed Services



Getting Started:  Parent Advisors



Security Benefits

Topic Highlights Understanding Social Security Benefits



Topic Highlights

Neurodiversity



Topic Highlights
Building Resilience



Topic 
Highlights

Instilling Disability Pride



Topic Highlights IEP / 504



Meet Storytelling

Self-Advocacy Story 
Time

Zoom / Google Meet storytelling 



Self-Advocacy Story Time



Outreach
Schools 

Libraries
CILs

Service Organizations

Michigan Alliance for Families



Spanish Translation / Traducción al español



Staff Hours 
(aka: man hours/woman 
hours/person hours)

Grand Total (so far)…

3,927.5



Evaluation & 
Measurement

SURVEY RESPONSE RATES

NUMBER REGISTERED 85

NUMBER ATTENDED 52

NUMBER OF PARENTS / FAMILY 30

NUMBER OF SURVEY RESPONSES 11



Feedback From Attendees:
“I obtained additional information to include in my toolkit to further advocate for my child”              
(IEP – A Closer Look).

“I loved discussing this topic with the benefit of addressing employment early.  Appreciated the 
presenter sharing personal experiences with her son” (How to Prepare Your Child for Employment).

“I’m always energized after a presentation with Disability Network and Michigan Alliance for Families. 
This presentation was engaging, informative, fun, and focused.  I definitely plan to attend many more 
presentations as it increases my confidence in advocating for my children and me.”                         
(The Power of Disability Language).

“Very informational. I feel very confident now knowing when to apply and what to expect.  Thank you 
so much for all the information.”  (Understanding Social Security Benefits).

“I like how she explained how important it is for kids to have sensory breaks and connect the 5 senses.  
Very helpful to parents.” (The Benefits of Sensory Play).



Other Successes

Nearly 1,000 adults have attended Paving the Way training sessions to 
date.

700 of these adults were parents and family members of children with 
developmental disabilities.  The remaining 300 were professionals and 
allies.

600 Children have been reached through Self-Advocacy Story Time

32% of participants report being from rural areas (slightly higher than 
anticipated.



Lessons Learned
Technology Lessons

Partner Agency Lessons

Outreach Lessons



The Finish Line
The program will culminate in an “on-demand” 
virtual library of trainings (YouTube) and an 
online ‘handbook’ of state and local resources.



Questions?

Mary Fortney 
fortneym@dnswm.org
269-345-1516 x 201

Anne Kooy
kooya@dnswm.org
269-345-1516 x 109

mailto:fortneym@dnswm.org
mailto:kooy@dnswm.org

